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Mediterranean was responsible for the
introduction of silk into the Iberian Peninsula

in the 13th century. Soon business involving

this material become the main economic activity
in the city, resulting in high levels of trade, which
led to the Lonja de la Seda (Silk Exchange) being
built in 1483. This is the most important civil Gothic

building in the city and is the centrepiece of the tour today.

It was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1996

and has four parts that are open to visitors: the Salén Columnario
(the Columned Hall), where deals were discussed, the Consulado
del Mar (the Consulate of the Sea), the Main Hall and the Patio de
los Naranjos (the Orange Tree Courtyard).

Since 2015, Valencia has been part of UNESCO and
World Tourism Organisation programmes to promote
the Silk Route, a term coined in 1877 by a German
geographer to describe a series of trade routes from
China to Europe for goods such as silk,
ceramics and spices.

At the end of the 18th century, there were nearly 5,000
looms for weaving silk in the Valencian district of
Velluters (which means ‘velvet-weavers’). Nowadays,
its former atmosphere is still alive through its large
mansions, such as the Palacio de Tamarit, and its
labyrinthine streets, meaning that you can see how

The National Ceramics Museum is the next stop. Here you can
enjoy precious goods and the most important ceramics collection
in Spain, and take in the best example of Baroque architecture in
the country.
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